
 

 

 

U p p e r  V a l le y  M E N D  g le a n in g  s a f e t y  a n d  s mo k e  g u id e l in e s .  

We appreciate your desire to help! To keep everyone healthy, the following guidelines are in 
place. Thank you for flexibility and support. 

- Do not volunteer if you are sick. 

- Hand sanitizer will be provided prior to and after the volunteer session. 

- Gloves are available for those that wish to wear them. 

 
 

U p p e r  V a l le y  M E N D  g le a n in g  s mo k e  p o l ic y .  
 

Wildfires and smoke are a common occurrence during the summer in our area of the state. We 
recognize the affects smoke can have on the health of our staff and volunteers. Below is our policy 
for the gleaning program based on the air quality ratings in the areas we are gleaning. 
 
The morning before each glean, staff will check the air quality for the location, or closest location, 
to the glean site. Volunteers will be contacted if the glean is cancelled due to air quality. Staff 
should keep an eye on the forecasted air quality for the areas we will be in each week. 
 
Clean – Keep going as normal. 
 
Moderate – Keep going as normal but be ready for changes in the air quality. Reach out to 
volunteers to let them know the air quality is less than clear.  
 
Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups – Check in with volunteers to let them know what the air quality 
is. If they fall under the category of ‘sensitive groups’ then we recommend that they do not come 
to the gleaning event. 
 
Unhealthy – No gleaning event should occur.  
 
Very Unhealthy – No gleaning event should occur. 
 
Hazardous – No gleaning event should occur. 



 
 
Resources for finding out more about air quality: 
-AirVisual App 
-AirNow.gov 
 

 

https://www.airnow.gov/

